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 1.
Course Number
Course Title

Semester Units
Semester Hours

THTR 207
Techniques of 

3
2 hours lecture


Directing I


3 hours laboratory

 2.
Course Prerequisites
A “C” grade or higher or “Pass” in Theatre Arts 131 or equivalent. 

Corequisite


None.

Recommended Preparation

None.
 3.
Catalog Description
Elementary techniques of directing, including casting, rehearsal scheduling, blocking, focusing, interpreting, and translating of dramatic literature in acting; a basic study of character and environmental analysis.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Analyze theory and concepts in play direction.

b.
Differentiate text analysis.


c.
Distinguish picturization and composition.


d.
Calculate basic design, directorial vision/method.


e.
Prepare and complete a basic directorial concept for play.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

Rehearsal facilities for approximately 10 to 15 one-act plays.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None.

7.
Course Content

a.
Selection of play, pre-casting production planning, casting, rehearsal scheduling, basic level interpretation of dramatic literature for production, blocking, focusing, use of line, color and rhythm to unify a production.

b.
Basic actor-director relationships, coordination of technical aspects of production (set, props, costumes, etc.).


c.
Dramaturgical research of style, mannerisms, social customs, and background.
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8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lecture and class discussion.


b.
Elementary involvement in the production of a one-act play.

c.
Written analysis and basic pre-planning of production problem-solving periods – as students are faced with the practicalities of production.

9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Observation of rehearsals.

b.
Class participation.


c.
Execution of written-play analysis.


d.
Student one-act production.


e.
Written journal.


f.
Final class performance project.


g.
Dramaturgical research project.

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Rehearsal of scenes.

b.
Attendance at Grossmont College productions.


c.
Required reading from text.

11.
Texts

a.
Example of Required Text(s):  


Grandstaff, Russell J.  Acting and Directing.  New York, NY:  Glencoe/McGraw Hill. 2000.


Ball, William. A Sense of Direction. New York, NY:  Drama Publications. 1984.


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



None.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Prepare: preproduction casting plan and rehearsal schedule.

b. Coordinate technical aspects of production (set, props, costumes, lights, and sound).

c. Analyze/interpret a one-act play or scene from a complete play according to beats, moments, characters and block actors into scenes.

d. Evaluate other produced theatrical productions from a directorial view.
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