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Official Course Outline

THEATER ARTS 119A – THEATRE MIME I 
1. Course Number

Course Title


Semester Units

Semester Hours
THTR 119A
Theatre Mime I
3

2 hours lecture


3 hours laboratory

2. Course Prerequisites
None.

Corequisite


None.

Recommended Preparation

None.

3. Catalog Description
Basic Theatre Mime and Pantomime techniques through direct participation and demonstrations: students will learn how to act with the whole body, to communicate non-verbal statements, emotions, and characterizations. Students will work with masks, props, and music, constructing approaches to focus on movement, control, and believability. Students may also be involved in a theatre mime production.

4. Course Objectives
The student will:

a. Participate in elementary staged Mime performances and exercises.

b. Analyze the importance of self-reliance, self-confidence, and self-growth through the craft of Mime.

c. Demonstrate through class projects the art, ethics and disciplines of Mime theatre technique.

d. Construct a basic approach for stage Mime through non-verbal communication skills; focusing on movement, control, and believability of character.

5. Instructional Facilities
a. Lab Theatre space.

b. Audio tape/CD unit.

c. TV and VCR.

6. Special Materials Required of Student
Masks for a neutral character.
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7. Course Content
a. Basic units in gesture, body movement, and Pantomime such as basic silent scenes, commedia dell’ arte, figurative mime, and corporeal mime. 
b. Exercises in movement, believability, sensitivity, concentration and imagination.

c. Units of physical characterization, and to perform a statement or emotion with their bodies.

d. Units in ensemble acting.

e. Participation in a Pantomime showcase.

f. The relationships of basic acting, music, and dance to Mime.

g. Outreach programs and performance workshops.

8. Method of Instruction
a. Lecture.

b. Classroom discussions.

c. Rehearsals.

d. Demonstrations.


9. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Critique and judge individual performances of selected scenes/monologues.

b. Written character/scriptural analysis.


c. Written journal logging experiences and observations in class and outside the theatre.
d. Final performance project in Mime.


10. Outside Class Assignments
a. Rehearsals of scenes.

b. Attendance of Grossmont College Theatre Arts productions.

c. Reading assignments from texts.
11. Texts
a. Required Text(s):

Course packet provided by the instructor.

Examples:

(1) Gold, Nancy. Finding Your Funny Bone - The Actor's Guide to Physical Comedy and Characters. Smith & Kraus, Inc. 2007.

(2) Hayes, Kevin J. Charlie Chaplin Interviews. Jackson, Mississippi: University Press of Mississippi, 2005.
(3) Lust, Annette. Bringing the Body to the Stage and Screen - Expressive movement for performers. Lanham, Maryland: Scarecrow Press, Inc. 2012.

b. Supplementary texts and workbooks:

Kipnis, Claude. The Mime Book. Colorado Springs, CO:  Meriweather Publications, 1988.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes


Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

Construct an approach for stage mime through non-verbal communication skills focusing on movement, control, and believability of character.
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