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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Hours

MUS 117
Introduction to Music

3

3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours


History and Literature



96-108 outside-of-class hours






144-162 total hours
 2.
Course Prerequisites
A “C” or “Pass” grade or higher in MUS 001 or equivalent.

Recommended Preparation

None.
 3.
Catalog Description
An introduction to the study of music history of the seven musical eras from the Ancient through the Twentieth Century periods.  Parallel events in society, politics and the other arts will be identified.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
List and discuss musical people, works, places, styles, and forms of the Ancient through Twentieth Century periods.

b.
Compare and contrast music compositional styles on both micro and macro levels within each musico-historical period.


c.
Discuss and evaluate major non-musical events in society, politics, and the other arts of the Ancient through Twentieth Century periods.


d.
Analyze criteria marking each musico-historical period involving changes in notation, performance practice, harmonic and non-harmonic language, compositional form, and theoretical treatises of the period.

e.
Differentiate genre and style based on aural and visual presentation.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

a.
Classroom equipped with a piano.

b.
Whiteboard with music staves.


c.
Stereo audio system, videotape/DVD player.


d.
Overhead projector and computer with projection capabilities.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None.

7.
Course Content

a.
Music in the Ancient worlds.  Before recorded history, Middle East, Far East, Greece, and Rome.

b.
Music in the Middle Ages – plainchant, early polyphony, Ars Antiqua and Ars Nova, minstrelsy, and representative composers.


c.
Music of the Renaissance – polyphony, motet, the reformation, madrigals, popular music, and representative composers.
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7.
Course Content continued

d.
Music of the Baroque – monody, opera, the rise of instrumental music, Italy, Germany, France, American colonies, and representative composers.


e.
Music of the Classical period – style, forms, opera, and representative composers.


f.
Music in the Romantic period – the piano, the orchestra, program music, grand opera, the minstrel show, religious music, and representative composers.


g.
Music of the Twentieth Century – influence of science and industry, atonality, musicology, electronic music, computer music, jazz and representative composers.

 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lecture.

b.
Class discussion.


c.
Discussion of textbook assignments.


d.
Analysis of compositions.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

a.
Written test and quizzes.

b.
Listening tests and quizzes.


c.
Written and listening final exam.

10.
Outside Class Assignments

a.
Weekly reading assignments.

b.
Analysis of compositions.


c.
Listening assignments.

11.
Texts

a.
Required Text(s):



Palisca, Claude V.  A History of Western Music.  New York, NY:  W.W. Norton and Co., 2001.

b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:



The Top 100 Masterpieces of Classical Music 1685-1928.  [Box set of 10 CD’s):  LaserLight Digital.  Los Angeles, CA:  Delta Music Inc., 1991.

Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

a. Describe and compare significant figures, works, places, styles, and forms of Western music from the Ancient through the Twentieth Century periods.

b. Identify and analyze the notation, performance practice, harmonic and non-harmonic language, compositional form, and theoretical treatises that characterize Western art music from the Ancient through the Twentieth Century periods.

c. Correlate developments in Western art music with trends in society, politics, and the other arts from the Ancient through Twentieth Century periods.  

d. Compare and contrast music compositional styles on both micro and macro levels within each musico-historical period.

e. Differentiate genre and style based on aural and visual presentation.
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