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 1.
Course Number
Course Title
Semester Units
Semester Hours

HUM 120
European Humanities

3

3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours





96-108 outside-of-class hours





144-162 total hours

 2.
Course Prerequisites

None

Corequisites

None


Recommended Preparation

None
 3.
Catalog Description

An integrated approach to European cultural values as expressed in representative masterpieces of literature, philosophy, drama, music, visual art, and architecture.

 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:


a.
Synthesize and evaluate the major media of European cultural expression, as found in literature, philosophy, drama, music, visual art, and architecture.


b.
Analyze, compare, and contrast the principal historical and ethnic/national styles of European artistic expression.


c.
Comprehend the archetypal problems and themes of human existence in selected works of European creativity.


d.
Differentiate and evaluate the artistic and intellectual merit of representative European works from a variety of categories.


e.
Identify and examine the various contributions to the European humanities which may include women and minority cultures.


f.
Utilize the language, concepts and methods of interpretive criticism to selected works of European creativity.

 5.
Instructional Facilities

Standard classroom.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student

None.


HUMANITIES 120 – EUROPEAN HUMANITIES
Page 2

 7.
Course Content
The course will follow a chronological scheme with categorical and/or topical elements, and it will include the following components:

a.
Critical examination of selected European works of:


(1)
Literature.


(2)
Philosophy.


(3)
Music.


(4)
Drama.


(5)
Visual art.


(6)
Architecture.


b.
Comparative examination of historical and period styles.


c.
Overview of significant movements in philosophical, religious and aesthetic thought.


d.
The contributions to the European humanities which may include women and minorities.


e.
Field experiences and activities pertinent to the European humanities (e.g., museum visits, concert and theater attendance, etc.).

 8.
Method of Instruction

a.
Lecture and discussion.


b.
Field experiences (museums, concerts, plays, etc.).


c.
Multimedia presentations.

 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance

Included will be some combination of the following:


a.
Quizzes on assigned material.


b.
Short essay questions (e.g., comparing one or more aspect of European culture, religion, philosophy, author, film, artist, etc.).


c.
Midterm and final exams, both of which have objective (e.g., multiple-choice, matching, short-answer) and written components (e.g., comparing one or more aspects of European culture, religion, philosophy, author, film, artist, etc.).


d.
Term paper(s) (e.g., researching a European cultural aspect or figure from European history, and writing a research paper with source citations).


e.
Oral reports (e.g., researching a European cultural aspect or figure from European history, and presenting a report to the class, giving source citations).


f.
Special projects (e.g., attendance at a campus or local performance or presentation, followed by a written essay response – either as part of the course requirements, or as extra credit).
10.
Outside Class Assignments

a. 
Students will be required to read the text and any supplemental material (e.g., assigned texts and handouts will be the source of class discussion, essay writing, and/or testing via written or oral means).


b.
Assigned writing and research are standard (e.g., an approved topic and/or a figure from European history will be researched and written about for a term paper, including source citations).


c.
Other writing assignments on approved topics may take the form of periodic short- answer questions, journals, and/or critical analyses.


d.
Field trips may be part of the class experience (e.g., a trip to a museum might be the source of a written essay response, including citations of the art and curation, as well as outside information on the artist(s), type of art(s), etc.).


e.
Students may be required to view film outside of class.
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11. Texts

a.
Required Text(s) one of the following or comparable:



(1)   Sayre, Henry M. Discovering the Humanities. Third Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2015.



(2)   Sayre, Henry M. The Humanities: Culture, Continuity & Change, Books 1 (Pre-History to 200 CE) and 2 (200 CE to 1400). Third Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2014.



(3) 
Cunningham, Lawrence & Reich, John. Culture & Values. Vol. 1, 9th edition. NY: Wadsworth Publishing, 2017.



(4)    Matthews, Roy T. and F. DeWitt Platt.  Readings in The Western Humanities Books I & II. Palo Alto, CA: Mayfield Publishing Co., 2011.



(5)    Augustine. The Confessions of St. Augustine. Warner, Rex translator and Marty, Martin E. Introduction. New York: Mentor/Signet Classic/Penguin Book/New American Library, 2009. 



(6)    Matthews, Roy T., DeWitt Platt, Thomas Noble.  The Western Humanities; Vol. II The Renaissance to the Present. 7th edition. NY: McGraw-Hill, 2010.



(7)   Alighieri, Dante. The Inferno. Ciardi, John translator. Reprint edition. NY: Mentor/Signet Classic/Penguin Books/New American Library, 2009.



(8)   Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. Barnet, Sylvan and Langbaum, Robert editors. NY: Signet Classic/Penguin Books, 1987. Reprint edition, 2008.



(9)   Descartes, René. Discourse on Method. LaFleur, Laurence J. translator and Introduction. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall/Library of Liberal Arts, 1956. Reprint edition, Lits, 2010.



(10) Swift, Jonathan. A Modest Proposal and Other Satirical Works. NY: Dover Publications, Inc., 1996.



(11) 
Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein. NY: Dover Publications, 1994.



(12) D'Epiro, Peter & Desmond Pinkowish, Mary. Sprezzatura: 50 Ways Italian Genius Shaped the World. NY: Penguin Books/Random House, 2011.



(13) Sahlins, Bernard. The Marriage of Figaro. Chicago: Ivar R. Dee, 1994.



(14) Beowulf. Heaney, Seamus, translator. New York: Farrar, Strauss, & Giroux, 2000.


    
(15) Flaubert, Gustave. Madame Bovary. Thorpe, Adam translator. New York: Random House,


      

2013.

             
(16) Moliere, Jean-Baptiste. Tartuffe and Other Plays. Frame, Donald M. translator. New York:    

            

 Penguin, 2015.



(17) Shakespeare, William. Hamlet. Barnet, Sylvan and Langbaum, Robert editors. New York: Signet / Penguin Books, 1998. Reprint edition, 2008.



(18) Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher. Well-Behaved Women Seldom Make History. New York: Knopf, 2007.



(19) Wells, H.G. The War of the Worlds. Minneapolis: First Avenue/Lerner Publishing, 2014.


    
    
(20) Wells, H.G. The First Men in the Moon. London: Penguin Books, 2005


b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:

At the instructor’s discretion, supplementary texts musical CDs, films, slides, prints, and other materials may be designated among the course materials.


Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes
Students in humanities classes are expected to read at or beyond college level, write in the expository style, and demonstrate critical thinking skills in the humanities.  Evaluations may consist of, but are not limited to:


a.
Reading comprehension and analysis


b.
Expository writing, and


c.
Critical thinking skills demonstrated through oral and/or written communication, and assigned 



research and/or projects in the humanities.
Date approved by the Governing Board:  May 21, 2019
