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1.
Course Number
Course Title


Semester Units

GEOG 106
World Regional Geography


3


Semester Hours: 3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours 96-108 outside-of-class hours 144-162 total hours 

2. 
Course Prerequisites
None
Corequisite
None

Recommended Preparation
None  

3. Catalog Description
World Regional Geography explores the world around us region by region combining an examination of both environmental and cultural characteristics. The course prepares students to make sense of an increasingly connected world in which global events have local significance. The regions’ physical situation along with demographic, linguistic, religious, political, and developmental patterns provide the framework for comparing and contrasting the various world regions. Real world, real time current events specific to individual regions are used to illustrate course concepts. Although open to all students this course was originally designed for Liberal Studies education majors wishing to satisfy requirements for California Multiple Subject Teaching Credentials.
4. Course Objectives
The student will:

a. Examine the principles and issues of physical and cultural geography in a regional context.

b. Analyze the relationship between culture and the environment. 

c. Compare and contrast regional similarities and differences.

d. Recognize the world’s cultural diversity despite, and is some cases as a result of, globalization. 

e. Identify the geographical factors that spawn and exacerbate problems that affect global affairs.

f. Appraise the impact and implications of regional problems on world political and economic order.
g. Assess the relationship of the discipline of geography to other related fields of study and its usefulness in understanding and dealing with issues of global concern.
5. Instructional Facilities
a. Standard classroom.
b. Wall-mounted maps.

6. Special Materials Required of Student 
None
7.  Course Content
a. Introduction / Geographic Basics

1) Geography, Maps, and Important Map Components (e.g. Scale, Projection, Toponyms)

2) Modern Mapping Techniques (e.g. GPS, Remote Sensing, GIS)

3) Identifying Location (Global Grid)

4) Regional Concepts and Classifications

5) Globalization

b. The remainder of the course divides the Earth into various regions. (The number of regions may vary slightly depending upon the criteria used by various textbook authors in establishing regional boundaries.) For each region presented the following topics/concepts will be introduced and covered. 
1) Physical Situation

2) Environmental Issues

3) Demographic Characteristics

4) Language

5) Religion

6) Political Geography

7) Development

8. Method of Instruction
a. Lecture, with emphasis on student note-taking skills.
b. Integration of appropriate audiovisual materials.

c. In-class use of the Internet.
d. Formative assessments of spatial knowledge using appropriate blank World Base-Maps.

9. Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Essays (e.g., Compare Chinese investment into North American vs. African economies)
b. Objective questions (e.g., T/F Rich Ukrainian soils make IT the “bread basket” of Eastern Europe)
c. Term papers (e.g., Choose a sub-region of Asia and describe its economic base activities)
d. Quizzes (e.g., Relationship of Canadian Railways to Natural Gas Production in North America)
e. Map tests (e.g., Physical Features of Asia)
f. Final exam.
10. Outside Class Assignments  
a. Required textbook and supplemental articles reading (e.g., compare the countries bordering Ukraine)
b. Atlas and / or textbook activities (e.g., use maps of population to compare population density of different countries)
c. Internet-based research project (e.g., use Google Earth to follow and describe the course of three river systems)
11. Representative Texts 
a. Representative Text(s):

Rowntree, Les et al., Diversity Amid Globalization: World Regions, Environment, Development. 7th edition.  Prentice Hall, 2018. (or latest edition).

b. Supplementary texts and workbooks:

1)  Kapit, Wynn.  The Geography Coloring Book. 3rd Ed.  New Jersey, Pearson-Prentice Hall, 2003

2)  Veregin, Howard. Goode’s World Atlas. Rand McNally, 2016.
Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

Within the context of world regions, describe and explain current socio-economic, cultural, and political issues resulting from the important yet interactive and opposing forces of homogenization and diversification (e.g., market vs. socialist economic systems in China; the rise of Islamic extremism; supranationalism and devolution in Europe; uneven economic development in Southeast Asia; etc.)
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