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 1.
Course Number
Course Title


Semester Units


CD 121
The Arts and Creativity for Young Children



3 



Semester Hours


3 hours lecture: 48-54 hours
96-108 outside-of-class hours
144-162 total hours

 2.
Prerequisites

None

Corequisite

None

Recommended Preparation

None
 3.
Catalog Description
This course will explore the development of creativity and creative expression through art, music, dramatic play and movement.  Students will participate in a variety of creative experiences and learn strategies for incorporating the creative arts into daily routines and curriculum in early care and education settings. Developing skills to prepare an inclusive classroom environment that integrates creativity, is aesthetically pleasing, and developmentally appropriate will be a part of the course. This class meets the Program/Curriculum core requirement for Community Care Licensing and the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing Child Development Permit.
 4.
Course Objectives

The student will:

a. Identify the developmental sequence of creative expression in young children.

b. Examine resources, innovative approaches and teaching techniques which enhance children’s exploration and experiencing of the creative arts.
c. Compare a variety of methods and materials presented.
d. Demonstrate skills in designing creative experiences that are developmentally appropriate for infants to children age eight.

e. Develop a plan for incorporating creative experiences in early care and education environments.
f. Observe and evaluate an early childhood classroom during creative activities.
g. Present a developmentally appropriate creative experience to a group of young children.
 5.
Instructional Facilities

Standard classroom.

 6.
Special Materials Required of Student
a. Electronic storage media.

b. Access to a digital camera (disposable camera is acceptable).
7.
Course Content
a. Goals and objectives for the development of creativity in young children.
b. Developmental stages of creative expression for infants, toddlers, preschool and school-age children.
c. Role of the teacher/caregiver in establishing an inclusive environment that promotes creativity.
d. Art media appropriate for young children.
e. Music appropriate for young children.
f. Physical development and movement for young children.
g. Integration of creative experiences into the curriculum.
 8.
Method of Instruction
a. Lecture.

b. Demonstrations.
c. Group and individual activities.
d. Audiovisual presentations.
 9.
Methods of Evaluating Student Performance
a. Student classroom demonstrations.
b. Written assignments.
c. Documentation panel.
d. Resource notebook.
e. Creative experience presented to a group of young children.
f. Written exams including a final.

g. In-class discussions (sharing what is happening at their early childhood environment sites. Exchange positive and negative aspects that may be happening).
10.
Outside Class Assignments
a. Readings.

b. Observation in early childhood setting with written assignment.
c. Presentation of early childhood setting with written assignment (presents documentation panel- based on their ECE observation, development of activity and reflection of their experience).
11.
Representative Texts 

a. 
Representative Texts:

1) 
Pelo, Ann. The Language of Art: Inquiry-Based Studio Practices in Early Childhood Settings. Redleaf 
Press, St. Paul, MN. 2017.


2) 
Isbell, Rebecca T. and Shirley C. Raines.  Creativity and the Arts with Young Children.  Florence, Kentucky: Cengage Publishing Co., 2013.
b.
Supplementary texts and workbooks:


None

Addendum: Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:

Assemble materials to engage children in developmentally appropriate creative activities.
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