
 

  

Meeting Minutes of the Academic Senate 

Grossmont College 

August 21, 2023 

11:00 AM  - 12:20 PM – Griffin Gate 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 Call to Order 11:09 am  

2 SB 361 – Declaration of State of Emergency due to Hurricane Hilary declared by 
Governor Newsom.  Meeting moved fully online.   

3 Public Comment: Brodney Fitzgerald -  Informed guests of new MESA program 
and requested support with referrals.  Flyer in attachments folder. 

4 Approval of minutes from 05/01/2023 and 5/21/23 
VOTE: Minutes approved with no objections. 

5 Approval of Agenda 
VOTE: Removed 10.1 at the request of presenter.  Agenda approved with no 
objections 

6 
6.1 
 
 
6.2 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT- Dr. Pearl Lopez 
Distinguished Faculty Award  
Gregg Robinson awarded, but not present in meeting, so will allow time at next 
meeting to give faculty medal and allow for a few words. 
Other 

● In addition to Dr. Whisenhunt’s email, please support students who may 
be experiencing delays with their financial aid awards. 

● Listening Circle for Maui still taking place on Tuesday.  June posted flyer in 
Chat. 

● Academic Calendar for 24-25 was completed and will go to Board.  Once 
passed, will bring to Senate for faculty to begin using for planning 
purposes. 

● Security cameras are going to be purchased.  Ongoing conversations 
regarding location if focus is on asset protection.  Discouraging cameras in 
areas where students congregate and could lead to racial profiling.   

● Moved senate officer’s report to the end of the agenda to allow more 
time for presentations. 

7 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1K1cseH7iL0VOrxwTca8qEAeyNwm2e7oB?usp=drive_link


 

8 
8.1 
 
8.2 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Participatory Governance Committees: 
Academic Senate Committees: 
Curriculum Committee – Dee Aceves 

• Update on curriculum proposals, curriculum management system (Course 
Leaf), catalog updates, course outlines of record, legislation updates, . 
Presentation available in attachments and Senate website under meeting 
minutes and agendas.  

 

9.0 
9.1 
 
 

Special Reports 
Articulation – Dee Aceves  

• Update on CALGETC, Local AA/AS general education intermediate algebra 
removal, and required pre-requisites. 

Academic Affairs Update – Agustin Albarran 

• Dr. Whisenhunt stepped in to say hi, give brief update and introduce 
Agustin Albarran as Interim VP of Academic Affairs.  Agustin introduced 
himself and shared a little of his personal story.  Shared updates on his 
goal to focus on retention and persistence. Planning to add 2nd 8 week 
classes to capture students on waitlists.  WOW week tables had lists of 
open classes.  Planning to continue to give enrollment updates.   

Participatory Governance Retreat – Bonnie Ripley 

• Colleagues participated in group discussions to identify primary goals to 
improve participatory governance committees.  Topics included training, 
communication/information access, additional edits to handbook.  
Reiterated that handbook has a lot of valuable information and guidance 
that needs to be followed.   

10 Equity Corner 

11 
 

SENATE OFFICERS’ COMMITTEE REPORT 
Steve Davis – Referred to Pearl and Daisy Gonzalez’s comments during 
convocation.  Think about your students’ personal stories and what type of 
support they might need.  Also shared gratitude for Victoria Curran and Joel 
Castellaw’s joint retreat presentation.  Ended with reference to Stand and Deliver 
and making the impossible possible for our students. 

12.0 Next meeting:  September 18, 2023 

13.0 Adjournment:   
 
VOTE:  Motion to adjourn:  M/S – S. Sampson/J. Yang 
Meeting adjourned at 12:20 pm. 



 

Timestamp Name Senate Title  Department/Unit 

8/21/2023 
11:06:49 Agustin Albaran Guest Academic Affairs 

8/21/2023 
11:03:23 Agustin Albarran Guest Academic Affairs 

8/21/2023 
11:29:02 Agustin Albarran Guest Academic Affairs 

8/21/2023 
11:06:02 Courtney Willis Guest Student Services  

8/21/2023 
11:07:17 Denise Whisenhunt Guest Office of the President 

8/21/2023 
11:05:41 Gabrielle Gosselin Guest Calworks 

8/21/2023 
11:05:37 James Foran Guest Culinary 

8/21/2023 
11:05:49 John Czworkowski Guest Chemistry 

8/21/2023 
11:03:07 Joyce Fries Guest Occupational Therapy Assistant 

8/21/2023 
11:05:34 Marsha Gable Guest VPSS 

8/21/2023 
11:32:52 Martin Larter Guest Chemistry 

8/21/2023 
11:12:06 Melonie Grinnell Guest Music 

8/21/2023 
11:08:20 Michael Stewart Guest AOJ 

8/21/2023 
11:05:28 Michele Martens Guest Classified Senate 

8/21/2023 
10:57:50 Michele Perchez Guest Biology 

8/21/2023 
11:06:57 Michelle Soltero  Guest 

Child Development, Education, and 
Family Studies  

8/21/2023 
11:37:12 Nadra Farina-Hess Guest Library 

8/21/2023 
10:59:26 Natalye Harpin Guest Ethnic Studies Social Justice 

8/21/2023 
11:05:38 Scott therkalsen Guest Earth Sciences 

8/21/2023 
11:13:07 Taneisha Hellon Guest Counseling 

8/21/2023 
11:05:30 Tate Hurvitz Guest LTR 

8/21/2023 
11:05:25 Vanessa Fountain Guest ALC 

8/21/2023 
11:03:47 Brodney Fitzgerald 

Senate Officer 
(Only SOC) Physics and Astronomy 



 

8/21/2023 
11:05:21 June Yang 

Senate Officer 
(Only SOC) PHIL and RELG 

8/21/2023 
10:54:19 Natalie Ray 

Senate Officer 
(Only SOC) Counseling 

8/21/2023 
10:58:46 Richard Unis 

Senate Officer 
(Only SOC) Sociology 

8/21/2023 
10:54:45 Sharon Sampson 

Senate Officer 
(Only SOC) AOJ 

8/21/2023 
10:59:00 Steve Davis 

Senate Officer 
(Only SOC) Math 

8/21/2023 
11:05:19 Adam Deutsch Senator English 

8/21/2023 
11:04:10 Adelle Roe Senator English/LRC 

8/21/2023 
11:05:20 Alan Traylor Senator English 

8/21/2023 
11:06:31 Amanda Clay Senator Orthopedic Tech Program/Dept 

8/21/2023 
11:02:23 Angela Feres Senator History 

8/21/2023 
11:06:35 Bonnie Ripley Senator Biology 

8/21/2023 
11:05:40 Carey Flores Senator Respiratory Therapy 

8/21/2023 
11:03:48 Christine Vicino  Senator Occupational Therapy  

8/21/2023 
11:30:02 

Claire K Liu, 
claire.liu@gcccd.edu Senator World Languages Dept 

8/21/2023 
11:06:57 

Claire K Liu, 
claire.liu@gcccd.edu Senator World Languages Dept 

8/21/2023 
10:56:37 David Mullen Senator Dance 

8/21/2023 
10:59:48 Dee Aceves Senator Counseling 

8/21/2023 
10:57:24 Diana Vance  Senator Chemistry and Science  

8/21/2023 
10:58:46 Elisabeth Burke Senator Philosophy and Religious Studies 

8/21/2023 
11:03:58 Evan Wirig Senator MCOM 

8/21/2023 
11:05:30 Felicia Kalker Senator Library 

8/21/2023 
11:29:29 Gareth Davies-Morris Senator Visual Arts & Humanities 

8/21/2023 
11:05:38 Hau Nguyen Senator CSIS 

8/21/2023 
10:56:11 Jamie Gould Senator ASL 



 

8/21/2023 
11:03:13 Jeanette Calo Senator Media Communications 

8/21/2023 
11:02:58 Jeff Waller Senator Math 

8/21/2023 
11:03:36 Jennifer Bennett Senator VAH 

8/21/2023 
11:05:23 Jenny Vanden Eynden Senator Mathematics 

8/21/2023 
11:03:07 Judd Curran Senator Earth Sciences 

8/21/2023 
11:02:59 Julie Middlemas Senator Library 

8/21/2023 
11:06:30 Kathleen Banville Senator Theatre Arts 

8/21/2023 
11:05:27 Kelly Menck Senator AOJ 

8/21/2023 
11:04:15 Lara Braff Senator Anthro/Behavioral Sciences 

8/21/2023 
11:03:05 Liz Barrow Senator CVTE 

8/21/2023 
11:05:30 Malia Molina Senator Art History 

8/21/2023 
11:03:31 Mark. Poupard Senator ESL 

8/21/2023 
11:05:37 Patrice Braswell Senator A.R.C. 

8/21/2023 
11:03:07 Patricia Chow Senator CTE/Business 

8/21/2023 
11:05:26 Randy Abshier Senator ES / HED / NUTR 

8/21/2023 
11:05:49 Raymundo Quezada Senator EGSJ 

8/21/2023 
11:04:15 Rebecca Handley Senator Respiratory Therapy 

8/21/2023 
11:05:32 Ricardo Crespo Senator Political Economy 

8/21/2023 
11:06:05 Robin Sepulveda  Senator CDEFS 

8/21/2023 
11:06:05 Sonia Ghattas-Soliman Senator World Languages 

8/21/2023 
11:28:35 Sosha Thomas Senator BOT 

8/21/2023 
11:02:55 Susan Working Senator Math 

 


